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Clerk to the Council: Oliver Last  
e-mail: ashurstclerk@outlook.com




MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF ASHURST PARISH COUNCIL, HELD AT ASHURST VILLAGE HALL ON Thursday 16th July 2026 AT 6:00PM
Attendance:	
	Ashurst Parish Meeting (APM)
	Cllr Fischel (Chair), Cllr Russell (Vice Chair), Cllr Bunce, Cllr Knight and Cllr Nicholson

	Horsham District Council (HDC)
	District Cllr Finnegan 

	Clerk
	Oliver Last

	Public
	9


	
1. Introduction and welcome by the Chairman.  

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting and introduced each councillor, outlining their responsibilities. 
Cllr Russell is the Council’s “handy‑man and do‑it‑all”. He is able to turn his hand to nearly all the practical and technical tasks across the parish. 
Cllr Knight leads on the Council’s Green Initiatives and Operation Watershed. 
Cllr Nicholson is the lead member for Traffic and Police Liaison, working closely with enforcement partners and addressing road safety concerns. 
Cllr Bunce is responsible for the Council’s new Website and Communications, ensuring the parish’s digital presence remains effective and up to date. 

Apologies were noted from Cllr Hammond.

2. To agree and sign the minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting. 

The minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed. The Chair noted that all councillors had read them and resolved to confirm their approval.

3. The Chairman’s Annual Report together with updates from other Village Groups & Societies.  
The Chair began with an update on the Recreation Ground and its two buildings. 
A community questionnaire had been circulated earlier in the year. There had been 22 responses. 

Councillors had subsequently made themselves available on several occasions to hear the views and suggestions of the key stakeholders and any residents who wished to discuss further anything arising from the questionnaire. 

The summary findings were published in the Spring Newsletter. The detailed findings, along with an extract from the minutes of the January 2026 Parish Council Meeting, where these results and a possible way forward were discussed, are available on the Parish’s new website. 

Overall, feedback from the questionnaire was positive. 

The salient points and current updates can be summarised as follows:
· The current generous community space of the Pavilion, both inside and outside, was a particularly valued feature.
· The current site of the Pavilion is the favoured location for this community space.                     (Update: Given the possible cost differential, the feasibility of renovating the Pavilion, rather than replacing it with a new building on the current site, should also be looked at.)
· Improvements to the sports provision should be kept simple.                                                                       (Update: A simple, easy-to-maintain, sports building should replace the John Eaton Hut.)
· There were a number of requests for additional parking.                                                                              (Update: While the Council feels that the provision of a few extra spaces [up to six] may be possible, there should be no tarmac or similar surface since the Council does not wish to encroach on any green space in the Recreation Ground.)
              In addition the Council was agreed on the following wish-list:
· To provide an external‑access toilet for users of the Recreation Ground, including the school.
· The storage shed as used by the school should, if possible, remain in its current location. 
· Some additional storage is required for netting, machinery etc. - currently kept in the pavilion.                

While the Council feels it can generally accommodate most of Ashurst residents’ and stakeholders’ preferences, funding remains the main constraint to progressing improvements, and the Chair emphasised the need for support from these two groups. 
One offer of assistance, arising from the request in the Spring Newsletter, has already been received. This was warmly welcomed, but further help is required. The Council also wanted to actively involve those residents who are interested in the project in a practical way, ie as part of a working party. So anyone wanting to get involved, should please contact our clerk, by say Friday 31st July, advising of any particular skills/interests - eg connections with the building trade, financial expertise in this area, or useful contacts re kitting out the communal space?                                                                               The Council is keen to get on with things.
In the short term, a community effort will be organised to smarten up the Pavilion, in advance of the Dog Show. This is likely to be the middle/end of August on a Saturday morning, with volunteers invited to assist with painting, smartening up the outside patio area as well as weeding and removing brambles. A Village Whats App with a date and time will be sent out, with details also being put up on the website. This is obviously only a temporary fix but it would be a good opportunity for the community to come together.
The oak tree on the Recreation Ground is in need of attention, and arrangements are underway to address this. A new recycling bin is in place, and the parish website has been fully updated.
Cllr Knight provided an update on eco‑diversity initiatives. Ancient trees with a girth of 3.5 metres have been added to the national directory, and residents, farmers, and landowners are encouraged to adopt environmentally supportive practices encouraged by the ‘Weald to Waves’. Both the Recreation Ground and the churchyard are signed up to this initiative, and further measures are being introduced to create environmentally rich conditions around their borders. Engagement with the school continues, with children actively involved in learning about their local environment.

Cllr Knight reported on Operation Watershed, noting that the project has been particularly complex at Peppers Lane, which becomes very wet during winter. A successful application has been approved for a new drain and ditch works, and WSCC has supplied an approved contractor to carry out the work. 
Cllr Nicholson then provided an update on policing and traffic matters. Sussex Police has introduced a dedicated rural team, including Neil Derkin, PCSO Picknell, and PCSO Foster. Residents were encouraged to report any concerns, as reporting is essential for resource allocation. A crime‑reporting number will be added to both the Newsletter and the Website. On highways matters, the long‑awaited SID has been delayed by WSCC, but progress is now being made with a new officer in post. A resident has kindly offered a location on his land for the SID, and the plan is to rotate it between several sites for maximum benefit. 
The Village Hall provided its annual update, noting that bookings have declined, making it difficult to cover costs and resulting in increased hire charges. The hall is seeking new business and is considering the creation of a sub‑committee to support its operation. A warm thank‑you was given to Sandra Taylor for her years of service. Olivia Kelsey has now taken over Village Hall bookings etc. 
Preparations are underway for the Ashurst Dog Show, which will take place on Sunday 6 September from 12:00. Assistance is needed on Friday 4 September in the evening to put up marquees etc as well as on the day itself. Flyers will soon be distributed around the village. There will also be a car boot sale and raffle. Stallholder spaces remain available, though food vendors require more notice. Funds raised will, as usual, support the Village Hall.
The Church reported that there were a couple of upcoming weddings, and an Evensong service on the 26th July at 4pm led by the Revd Dr Tom Carpenter.                                                                                             It was noted that repairs to the church spire would soon be needed.
The Flower and Produce Show was to take place at 2pm this coming Sunday.      
The WI continues to grow, now with twenty members. It meets on the second Monday of each month from 2-4pm, offering a variety of talks and outings. 
The Cricket Club shared the good news of a victory in their first game of the season and confirmed they currently have enough players to field a strong team! The cricket square is struggling due to drought, but visiting teams continue to enjoy playing at Ashurst, where the club has been based for forty years. It was noted with disappointment that the pavilion building has fallen into disrepair. 
The Football Club reported that it had avoided relegation and has a fundraising game coming up.       It is pleased to say that it is now supported by new sponsors and has new kit.
Flix in the Stix had had a successful year, with screenings now held every second Saturday of the month. The group has seen an 87% increase in profit, raising £1,200 after fees. Half of the profit goes to the Village Hall, and the remainder to charity, with an additional £500 donated to the hall this year. The group has been running for eleven years, and Vanessa Timms’s long‑term support during her life was acknowledged.
                Thanks to the Clerk were given for his first year in post.




Questions from the Floor.

Several questions were raised during the open session. 

There was a suggestion that a forum, made up of different representatives of local bodies in Ashurst, where participants could discuss in more detail the future of the Recreation Ground buildings, should be set up. 
The Chair noted this suggestion and advised that, to this end, the formation of a working party of people with different skills and interests to work with the Council, was being actively encouraged.

It was suggested that a clear and specific funding strategy was needed. In order to be successful, it must be well‑defined, with a clear purpose and outline of what the money would be used for. 

It was felt that not everyone in the village was aware of discussions surrounding the future of the Recreation Ground Buildings. Ideally, communications should reach all residents, so everyone has the opportunity to get involved. 
The Chair replied that every effort was made to reach all residents – via the Parish Web-site, the Village Newsletter, and the Village Whats App but advised that the Council was always looking to improve communication outreach.

It was suggested that repair work should be done to the patio wall outside of the Pavilion. It was felt that the Pavilion itself didn’t need replacing but should be renovated.
Note: The patio wall would be looked at on the Saturday community event prior to the Dog Show.
A resident asked whether the Council was progressing the 40mph restriction, north of the village, previously looked at by the Council.                                                                                                                                  The Chair replied that this restriction was to be brought in in every village as a matter of course, so Ashurst PC was currently taking no further action on this.
                Refreshment Break   
4. Our Horsham District Councillor, Victoria Finnegan, will be providing us with an update and overview on recent developments in what has been a busy and significant year at HDC and further afield.  

The Chair introduced Councillor Finnegan explaining that she is a Green Party representative on HDC, serving the Steyning and Ashurst ward. She is the Joint Leader of the Green Party Group and chairs the Communities and Place Policy & Scrutiny Committee, where she leads work on community priorities, local services, and environmental policy. Her committee responsibilities include the Licensing (Alcohol & Entertainment) Committee, the Licensing (Taxi & General) Committee, and participation in the S106 Task & Finish Group.  She also serves on West Sussex County Council (WSCC), holding the position of Green Group Deputy Leader.  Her focus is on community wellbeing, sustainable development, and effective local governance.

Councillor Finnegan provided a comprehensive update on recent developments at HDC and WSCC. She outlined work relating to Local Government Reorganisation, the proposed mayor‑led combined authority, governance review outcomes, Local Plan progress, climate adaptation work, transport surveys, children’s services, infrastructure funding and social housing matters. She also discussed issues relating to Bines Green and Q‑Class planning matters. 
The Chair thanked Councillor Finnegan for her detailed report and her tireless work on our behalf.

The Chair thanked the Councillors for all their work, and thanked everyone for attending tonight. 
        The meeting ended at 19:40.
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