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Clerk to the Council: Oliver Last  
e-mail: ashurstclerk@outlook.com




MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF ASHURST PARISH COUNCIL, HELD AT ASHURST VILLAGE HALL ON Wednesday 23st July 2025 AT 6:00PM
Attendance:	
	Ashurst Parish Meeting (APM)
	Cllr Bunce, Cllr Fischel (Chair), Cllr Hammond, Cllr Knight and Cllr Russell (Vice Chair)

	Horsham District Council (HDC)
	District Cllr Finnegan 

	Clerk
	Oliver Last

	Public
	30 approx




	
1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Les Nicholson

2. To agree and sign the minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were approved as accurate.

3. Introduction
Introductions were given by the Chair, welcoming all to the meeting and introducing councillors. 


4. Update from District Councillors
Cllr Finnegan gave an update covering the work taking place at Horsham District Council (HDC), including the status of the Local Plan. It was explained that the Planning Inspector has cancelled the Horsham District Local Plan, citing concerns regarding its overall soundness, although no detailed feedback was provided. HDC was subsequently informed that the plan lacked sufficient legal compliance, particularly in relation to the duty to cooperate. Additionally, the proposed approach to water neutrality was deemed not robust enough to effectively restrict housing numbers. As a result, HDC has formally withdrawn the current plan and is to begin developing a new version, which is expected to be submitted in late 2027 following public engagement. In the meantime, the “Facilitating Appropriate Development” (FAD) policy has been renamed the Shaping Development District Advice Note, which reinforces the presumption in favour of development.


5. Presentation of the proposed plans and layout for the new Sports Building.
The Chair provided an overview of the background to the existing Sports Building, outlining its current condition and the range of users who rely on the facility. The Chair also explained the vision behind the proposed redevelopment, emphasising the intention to create a building that is as environmentally sustainable as possible while supporting increased youth participation in sport and physical activity.
Graham Paul of GE Paul Ltd presented an update on the developing plans, including examples of potential construction materials and several design challenges identified during the early stages of work. Jake, the project architect, followed with a visual presentation of the proposed building layout and design images.
Members of the public raised several questions regarding the proposal, including matters relating to the overall size, internal space, and location of the building. It was confirmed that the proposed footprint is 15m x 6.8m. Concerns were expressed about the size of the social space within the design, and clarification was requested regarding parking provision.
Requests were made for additional public consultation as the project progresses. Indicative costs for the scheme were discussed, with an estimated range of £120,000–£160,000.
The meeting stopped for a refreshment break

6. The Chairman’s Annual Report and Reports from other village groups and societies.
Football Club 
Luke Pickett provided an update, noting that the team has recently been promoted and is maintaining a strong position in the league. The club is actively seeking new members and sponsorship to support its ongoing development.
Trees and Environmental Matters 
An update was received regarding the condition of local trees, particularly the large oak tree on the Recreation Ground which is showing serious signs of decline. A tree surveyor will be engaged to assess its condition and advise on next steps.
Drainage and Road Surface Issues 
The meeting discussed potential solutions to ongoing drainage problems and the accumulation of water in Peppers Lane. One option under consideration is to raise the road to improve water runoff. Three quotes for the proposed works are currently awaited. Once received, they will be reviewed to determine suitability for an application to Operation Watershed, which will then be brought to a future council meeting for consideration.
Speedwatch and Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) 
An update was provided on the Speedwatch initiative and the application for a Traffic Regulation Order. Support has been received from Cllr Lineham. The intention is to align the proposed 30mph and 40mph limits with existing limits to the south of the village. A public consultation will be undertaken to gather community support. A Speed Indicator Device (SID) at a new location on private land is also being explored, subject to permissions.

Cricket Club 
The cricket team continues to perform well; however, the cricket square is beginning to show signs of wear. The team, which has played on the site for 40 years, receives frequent compliments about the grounds. It is exploring the installation of a hard cricket pitch to encourage wider participation, with an estimated cost of £10,000. 
Village Hall and Trustees 
The trustees marked the 10th anniversary of the new Hall this year. Recent improvements include the installation of a new glitter ball, a larger hot water tank, an upgraded fridge, and enhancements to the committee room. The hall is seeking to encourage new daytime hires.
Village Events 

The Dog Show                                                                                                                                                                         Now in its 47th year, this annual fundraiser will take place on the Recreation Ground on Sunday 7th September.
The Flower and Produce show.                                                                                                                                      This had taken place the previous weekend, with the Hall looking exceptional. The children’s section was particularly well received. The event continues to help bring the village together.
Women’s Institute (WI) 
Vanessa reported that the WI meetings are running successfully, offering a variety of activities. Meetings are now held on the second Monday of the month at 2pm in the Village Hall.
Church Update 
Key services at St James’s continue to be well attended. It now hosts termly school services. Recently there had been a most enjoyable and well-attended Jazz fundraising evening.
Flix in the Stix 
This Ashurst Film Club has raised £13,500 since its inception, most of which has been reinvested in the Hall. Funds are now being split between the Hall and charities chosen by the Club’s committee.
The Ashurst Pantomime                                                                                                                                                     December dates for the next village pantomime have now been set.
School Update 
Mrs Smith, Head Teacher, reaffirmed the school’s commitment to its partnership with the church and the wider village, including work on eco‑diversity. She apologised for the presence of work vehicles on the road due to the removal of the oil tank. An air‑source heat pump is being installed.



7. Progress report on the Parish Council’s rich ecodiversity.
Cllr Knight provided an overview of current environmental activities in Ashurst highlighting that there are approximately 250 wildlife species in the village that require protection. A previous ecological report, costing £100, identified two species on the red list—bats and hedgehogs—which remain a priority for monitoring and conservation.
He reported the presence of one recorded ancient tree in the area with a girth of 3 metres, along with significant hedgerows and numerous ponds that contribute to local biodiversity. Residents were encouraged to continue spreading awareness about recycling initiatives within the community.
Cllr Knight requested that during local walks, residents report any trees with a girth over 3 metres to Ashurst Parish Council, as well as through the appropriate online reporting channels. He also asked that any hedges removed be reported so that the relevant farmer can be contacted and encouraged to allow the hedge to regrow.
It was noted that there are around 100 ponds in Ashurst, and residents were asked to help monitor them and report whether they remain full, as part of ongoing environmental checks.

The meeting ended at 20:13
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